
 
Why is ESP Move-analysis-based Approach Effective and  Efficient? 
 
ESP Move-analysis-based Approach is a good start for Japanese undergraduate students majoring science and engineering 
to read research paper articles (a genre text) in their fields and to raise their genre awareness.  

 

Science journal  Information for Authors says: 
 

Abstracts explain to the general reader why the research was 

done and why the results are important. They should start with 

some brief BACKGROUND information: …. This should be 

followed by … an explanation of OBJECTIVES/METHODS and then 

the RESULTS. The final sentence should outline the main 

CONCLUSIONS …. The abstract should be 125 words or less. 

  

Apolipoprotein C-III (apoC-III) inhibits triglyceride hydrolysis and has 

been implicated in coronary artery disease. Through a genome-wide 

association study, we have found that about 5% of the 

Lancaster Amish are heterozygous carriers of a null mutation (R19X) in 

the gene encoding apoC-III (APOC3) and, as a result, express half 

the amount of apoC-III present in noncarriers. Mutation carriers 

compared with noncarriers had lower fasting and postprandial serum 

triglycerides, higher levels of HDL-cholesterol and lower levels of LDL-

cholesterol. Subclinical atherosclerosis, as measured by coronary artery 

calcification, was less common in carriers than noncarriers, which 

suggests that lifelong deficiency of apoC-III has a cardioprotective 

effect. 

ESP concepts include: 
1) Texts belong to a discourse community 
2) Discourse community uses various genres 
3) Genres can be analyzed via:    
 Move analysis (Swales, 1990)  
 Corpus analysis (words and collocations) 
 In-class activities 

Genre Awareness 
 

Same content in different genres:  
Amish's special gene 
  1)  News paper article 
  2)  Research paper abstract 

Activities in class 
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Goal for the students 

Developing  
Learner Autonomy for  
Life-long Learning  

What is Genre in ESP? 
 

Genre is a recognizable communicative event characterized by a set of communicative purpose(s) identified and mutually understood 
by the members of the professional or academic community (so-called “Discourse community” in ESP) in which it regularly occurs. Most 
often it is highly structured and conventionalized with constraints on allowable contributions in terms of their intent positioning form and 
functional value.（Bhatia, 1993） 

Why you should encourage your students to raise their genre awareness? 
 
They can achieve the gap between the social needs and the reality of the Japanese undergraduate students by raising their genre 
awareness because 
1) the students are members in a discourse community which genre texts are frequently used for communication. So, 
2) the students try to analyze language features of genre texts and improve there reading skills using ESP concepts. 
3) the students, thus, can develop systemic literacy (Noguchi 2011), such as genre awareness via ESP Move-analysis-based Approach. 
 
 

 Move analysis 
 

 Corpus analysis 
 

 In-class activities 
 

 

Abstract Move Analysis 

Move Analysis on a Genre Text in Class              
                                                                See underlined 
 
Find Technical Terms and Hint Expression(s) 

 Examples 

How ESP Move-based analysis works! 


